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Preſent Conſtitution 


CITY or DUBLIN. 


that ſome of you ſhould be informed of the Na- 
ture of its preſent Eſtabliſhment, And it is no- 
| ped, you will not think it an Affront offered to 

| your Learning, Experience, or Underſtanding, 
do ſuppoſe, that there may be ſome among you 
who ſtand in need of ſuch Inſtruction : As the 


of you, I hope, have important Buſineſs of your 
- own, ſufficient to engage ſo muchof your Time, as 
to afford you but little Leiſure to make ſeparate 
and particular Inquiries into the" Matters that 
_— the — of this AGES. 
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T this Time, when many. of you wiſh 8 
io have a Change made in the Con 

5 ſtitution of this City, as a Body Cor- 

8 8 porate, it is with great Submiſſion 

= preſumed, that it would not be amiſs, 


Study in itſelf 1s very dry and laborious, and moſt 


($3 


There is one Thing which is not generally 


known, and yet, though it may ſound odd, 1 


will venture to affirm it as a Maxim, That in or- 


der to be duly qualified to find Fault with the 
| Preſent Conſtitution of the City, it is abſolutely 
_ neceſſary to know what that Conſtitution is; for 


this Reaſon, I am certain, there is none of you 


will ſcruple to devote a Quarter of an Hour to 
the Perufal of the following Sheets. 


From hence alio you may be enabled to form 
a Judgment of the Grievances you now com- 


2 of; whether they be Real or Imaginary, 


whether they need any Redreſs at all, and whe- 
ther the Remedies propoſed to be applied, will 
| Produce the many ſalutary Conſequences, that 5 


are to warmly expected from them. 


If theſe Papers ſhould have the Honour to fall 
into the Hands of any Member of either Houſe 
of Parliament, It is allo humbly hoped, he will 
not be the Jeſs able to debate upon the Subject, : 

by being made | OIL with the followi _ 


Particulars: 


1 could, if I pleaſed, ſurprize (or what is more 
probable) tire you all with a Profuſion of Quota- 
tions from ancient Charters, and the Records of 
the City. Theſe, 1 muſt confeſs, would be a vaſt. 
_Embelliſhment to any Treatiſe, and be highly 
entertaining to the Reader; but, as I think they 
would be altogether uſeleſs on this Occaſion, ! 
ſhall waive any Reputation I might acquire, by 
a Diſplay of ſuch Learning, and ſhall only in- 
form you, that the City of Dublin is a very anci- 
ent and venerable Corporation. King Henry II. 


the Firſt Exgliſb King that obtained any Domi- 


nion in Jreland, and King John his Son, 

about 600 Years ago, granted Charters to the 

Citizens of T0, whereby they th to 
chem, 


y 2 —— * 


. F 


0 4 ; : 7 


them, the Franchiſes and Privileges which they 
. 8 . 
This proves that the City of Dublin was a 
Corporation before the Firſt Engliſb Invaſion, 
but how long, I know not, or if I knew, it 
- would not be worth your Pains to be inform- 


Several ſucceſſive Kings of England granted 


Charters to the City of Dublin, moſt of which 
enlarged their Privileges, and altered the Name 
by which the Corporation was called. 

_ FKing Henry III. granted they might have a 

Mayor. In the time of Richard III. the Corpo- 
ration was ſtiled the Mayor, Bailiffs, Commons, 

and Citizens of the City of Dublin. Edward VL 

by Charter, erected the City of Dublin into a 

County, and cauſed thoſe Miniſterial Officers, 
which wers before called Bailiffs, to be ſtiled 
Sheriffs, after the Example of the City of London. 

The Corporation Name then became 7he May- 
or, Sheriffs, Commons and Citizens of the City 


of Dublin. Thus it remained till the Reign of 


Carles II. who, to recompence the approved 
Loyalty of the City of Dublin, and for their 
Attachment to the Proteſtant Religion, in 
the grand Rebellion, granted the City ſeveral 
Immunities and Privileges, and a Charge of 
500 J. a Year, upon the Eſtabliſhment for ever; 
and as a particular Mark of Honour, ordained 
that the Mayor ſhould be dignified with the Ti- 
tle of Lord Mayor, and from thence to this 


Day, the Corporation has been called, the Lord 


Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons and Citizens of © the | 


City of Dublin. 75 e 
The Confuſion that was created in this King- 


dom by the Grand Iriſb Rebellion and Maſſacre 
in the Lear 1641. The Fluctuation of Affairs 


that ſucceeded the Execution of King Charles I. 


(6) 

, were not entirely calmed by the Reſtoration ; 
ſuch a troubled Ocean takes a long time to grow 
ſmooth aſter the Storm that ſtirred it up is blown 
over. Theſe were unhappy Times of Diſcord 
and Confuſion ; To remedy theſe Diſorders, and 
for the better Settlement of the Kingdom, an 
Act of Parliament paſſed the 17 and 18 of 
Charles II. which was about Five Years af- 
ter the Reſtoration, whereby it was enacted, 5 
That it ſhall and may be lawful for the Lord 

Lieutenant and. other Chief Governors and 
& Council of Ireland, during the Space of ſeven 

„ Years, to be computed from the 29th of Sep- 


tember 1665, to make and eſtabliſh ſuch Rules, 


Orders and Directions, for the better regula- 
— ting of all Cities, walled Towns, and Corpo- 
4 rations, both new and old, and ſuch as ſhall 
be created within this Kingdom, and the elect- 
ing of Magiſtrates and Officers there; and to 
s inflict ſuch Penalties for the Breach thereof, as 


e they in their Wiſdom ſhall think fit, ſo as the 


* ſaid Penalties do not extend further than the 
„Removal and Disfranchiſement of ſuch Perſon 


V as ſhall be found guilty of the Breach thereof: 


„And ſuch Rules, Orders and Direction, fo to 
„de made as aforeſaid, ſhall be as good and ef- 
„ fectual in Law, to all Intents and Purpoſes, 


' © as if the ſame had been ſpecially and particu- 


+ larly eſtabliſhed by Authority of this preſent 
Parliament, and ſhall continue in Force for 
© ſach Time, as in the ſaid Rules, Orders, and 


„Directions ſhall be limited.“ 


The Chief Governors and Council of Ireland, 
purſuant to the Powers thus veſted in them by 

Parliament, compiled a Body of Laws to be ob- 

ſerved * the City of Dublin, and ſeveral other 


Cor- 


(7 1 : 
 *® Corporations in this Kingdom, which were 
then called The New Rules, and ſtill retain the 
ſame Appellation; tho” it is now above 8 5 Years 
| ſince they were eſtabliſhed. _ 

Theſe Rules, which havethe Authority of an Officers to 
Act of Parliament, ordain that upon all Electi- be appro- 
4 ons of any Perſon or Perſons to ſerve in any of ——y 
I Offices of Lord M. ＋ 4 Sheriffs, Recorder, Governors 
or Town-Clerk of the Corporation of Dublin, and Privy” 
the Names of the Perſons rig elected, ſhall within — 
ten Days after ſuch Election be preſented + 
Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
SGovernors, and the Privy Council of this King- 
dom for their Approbation. And that no Per- 
ſon ſhall be capable of ſerving in any ſaid Offi- 
ces, till they are reſpectively ſo approved of. 
They recite, that the Common Council of faid 
City, at that Time conſiſted of a Lord Mayor 
and twenty-four ' Aldermen, who have uſually fat 
together in one Room, apart by themſelves; 
OT and alſo of ſuch who are commonly called Sbe. 
*| ' riffs Peers not exceeding forty-eight Perſons, 
and of ninety- ſix other Perſons, who are elected 
into the ſaid Common Council, out of ſeveral of 
the Guilds or Corporations of this City, and who 
have uſually fat together in one Room apart by 
5 „ and. have been "ny -* called the 


+20. Thy. **. 1 within the 8 ant 
20 Rules are, Drogheda, Limerick, Galway, Cork, _ 
| Waterford, — Kinfale, —Youghall,—Caſhell, —Clon-- 8 
a mell, — . —Carrickfergus, _ © + — 
Coleraine, —Strabane,—Charlemount,—Trim,—Dun- = 3 Wo. 
 dalk,---Kilkenny,---Wexford, and Roſs. | 8 9 
+ The Sheriffs-Peers are ſuch as have ſerved in the 9 
Office of Sheriff, who are generally from 10 to 20 „ 
Nad at a a Tine. | 3 


Commons 


1 „„ A 8-7 
1 „ Commons of the ſaid City, amongſt whom the 
Sheriffs for the Time being do preſide. And 
reciting that it would tend to the Benefit of the 
- ſaid City, if the Commons ſo choſen, ſhould be 
changed, and new Elections of them made once 
every three Years, by which Change, a greater 
1 Number of the Citizens might come into ſaid 
V4 Places, and be entruſted with the Management 
='S of what of the Affairs of ſaid-City. They did therefore 
BY 55 3 order that the Common Council of the ſaid City 
 1onCon. ſhall for ever after conſiſt of the Lord Mayor, 
Ci nal! and twenty-four Aldermen, who, or any 
_ conſiſt. eight or more of ſaid Aldermen, with the Lord FF 
: _ Al- Mayor, ſhall continue to fit apart by themſelves; s 
dme and alſo of the Sheriffs of the faid City for the 
Quorum Time being, who are to preſide among the reſt of = 
Qu ng 8 
with the the Common Council of the ſaid City, as hath 


1 1 been formerly accuſtomed, and alſo of ſuch Woo 
_ er. are commonly called Sheriffs Peers, not exceed- 
How the ing 48 Perſons within the ſaid City, and of 66  Þ 
Commons other Perſons to be choſen out of the ſeveral 


_— Guilds or Corporations of the ſaid City, from 3 
which they have been formerly choſen, who ſhall | 
enjoy their Places of Common Council Men only 
for 3 Years from the Time of their Elections; | 
and that the ſaid Guilds ſome Time in the Month 
of November, at the End of every 3 Years, ſhall 
_ elect double the Number of Perſons uſually cho- 


= 3$F #9enoutof each Guild into the Common Couk 
=_ dil of this City, and the Maſter and Wardens of ü 
—_ . e.ach ſuch Guild ſhall ſome time within ſuch + 

Month of November preſent the Names of the 1 


Perſons ſo elected, to the Lord Mayor, who is 
authorized and required in the Preſence of the 
| Sheriffs and eight of the Aldermen, before the 


7 Þ 24th Day of December then next enſuing, to elect 

—_—_ out of the Perſons whoſe Names ſhall be ſo pre- 

” | | ſented, the Number of Perſons uſually ſerving = 
. 1 


r . PEE er or, 
| | _—_— _— ' n L - ; K a , . 3 $ 


„ 1 Fo 
the Common Council for each ſuch Guild reſpec- 
_ tively, which ſaid Perſons ſo preſented and elect- 
ed, ſhall be for three Years and no longer, of the 
Number of the Common Council of ſaid City. 
| And the Perſons ſo preſented and elected out 
of the aforeſaid Guilds, together with the ſaid 
Sheriffs Peers, or the greater Number of them, 
that ſhall be from Time to Time aſſembled, ſo as 
there be always 40 or more of them preſent, be Forty of 
and they only are authorized to fit, vote, and the Com- 
act in the general Quarter Aſſembly, and other monsͥmake 
Aſſemblies, as the Commons of the faid City. Quorum. ; 
Ĩ bere is a Provifion in Caſe of the Death or 
Removal of any of the Commons ſo elected, and 
| of the Neglect or Refuſal of ſaid Guilds failing to 
make ſuch Return, and a Penalty of Disfran- - 
j cChiſement upon any Perſon, who ſhall preſume to 
itt and vote as one of the Commons before ſuch 
And the antient Power of the Lord Mayor, ; 
' Aldermen, and Common Council, of altering or 
changing the Number of Commons uſually ſer- 
ving for any Corporation, and of diſtributing the 
fame amongſt any other Corporations that then 
* were, or hereafter ſhall be in this City, ſo as the 
whole Number do not exceed 96 Perſons, was 
t co a 0 LTI0S 
It is alfo ordained, that the Election of the 
Lord Mayor, Sheriffs and Treaſurer of the faid 
, F City of Dublin, ſhall be by the Lord Mayor and 


11 OSS, 
. This is the Subſtance of the New Rules, by 1 9 
which the Grand Corporation of the City at this 9 
Day is regulated: But as no Method was pre- np 

| ſcribed by theſe Rules for the Election of Alder- 
men, that remains at this Day, as it was before 

| the making of the New Rules ; in like Manner 
* there is no mention in theſe Rules, out of what 
1 N Body 


e 

Body of Men the Lord M ayor mall be . 
— Fea the ancient Uſage is ſtill preſerved of 
electing the Lord Mayor ont of the Aldermen 
only. For the New Rules did not repeal or change 
any of the antient Charters or Uſages of the City, 
; "og Parts of them only as are expreſly al- 
re = 
I do not find that the Chief Governor and 
Privy Council exerciſed their Power of diſapprov- 


| ing the Magiſtrates elected by the Corporation, 
Ws ll the Time of the Duke of TyrconnelPs Govern- 


ment, in the Regin of King James the 2d. he 


would have no Magiſtrates but Papiſts, Hence 


the New Rules which gave him that Power, be 5 
| came odious to the People. : 


This popular Diſlike has been delivered * 


5 by Tradition to our Times, tho? the Cauſe from 


| whence it proceeded is forgotten; and the other 
Regulations which appear to have been framed 


with gfeat Sagacity and Wiſdom, are exclaimed 


_ againſt, without Diſtinction, as loudly as the on- 


| ty Point to which any reaſonable Objection can 
be made: for, except making the Commons Tri- 


_ ennial, inſtead of being for Life, as they were 
A before, I fee no Alteration made by the New 
Rules in the Conſtitution of the City, from what 
it was in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, which 
might be proved by the antient Records of the 


m City, if at this Time there was any Nen 0 


enter on ſuch an Argument. an 
As we have ſeen how the City is conſtituted 


mn its principal Branches, let us now take a Survey 
of the Manner in which this Conſtitution is ad- 


3 miniſtred. 


The Beard of n with the Lord May- N 
or at their Head, without the Concurrence of 
the Commons, elect the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 

Sheriffs and Treaſurer of the City of _ 


LL 
and all other City Officers are elected by the 


Common Council in general; and all Buſineſs of 


what Nature or Kind ſoever, relative to the Cor- 
poration, is tranſacted by the Common Council 
at their general Aſſemblies, held four Times a 
Tear; when any occaſional Buſineſs requires their 
Attendance at other Times, they are particularly 
ſummoned by the Lord Mayor, and theſe extra- 
ordinary Meetings, are called Poft Aſſemblies. 
The uſual Method of applying to the Corpo- 
ration for the Admiſſion of Freemen, theAppoint- 
ment of an Officer, or for any other Purpoſe, is 


by Petition, which, by the Rules of the City, to 


prevent a Surprize, is to be lodged in the Tholſel 5 


Dffice the Day preceding the General Aſſembly, 


before 12 0 Clock at Noon; or if ſuch Appli- 

cation is intended to be made at a Poſt Aſſem- 
bly, the Cauſe of their Meeting is to be inſerted 
in the Summons, and Notice thereof muſt be pub- 

| liſhed in the Gazette. Every Petition is firſt hand- 

ed into the Lord Mayor and Board of Aldermen ; 


if they approve it, they write on the Foot there- 


of, the Word Granted. It is then ſent by an Al- 
derman to the Sheriffs and Commons fitting in 
. their own Houſe, for their Concurrence ; if they 
agree to it, one of the Sheriffs underwrites the 
Word Allowed, and return ic by two of their 
| Members, to the Lord Mayor and Board of Al- 


dermen; this done, the Petition becomes an Act 5 


of Aſſembly, binding on the whole Corporation. 
But if the Sheriffs and Commons reject the ſame, 


what the Lord Mayor and Aldermen had grant- 


cd, becomes a meer Nullity, like a Bill paſſed by 
the Lords, and thrown out by the Houſe of Com- 


mons, in the Legiſlative Conſtitution. | = 


It has often been alledged, that the Aldermen 
being generally Men of Fortune and Reputation, 
may have too great an Influence on the Determi- 
OY B 2 nation 


* 12 
nation of the Commons; but to guard 0 
this Inconvenience in any Caſe that may create a 1 
Jealouſy, upon the Motion of any one of the Com- | 
mons, ſeconded by another, the Queſtion is de- | 
termined by Ballot, fo contrived, that it is im- 
poſſible to know on which Side any Man has 
given his Suffrage : This, of all the Methods hi- 
therto invented, gives the greateſt Freedom tothe _ 
Mind of Man, as has been experienced by many & © 
Gentlemen who were Candidates for Places of 
Importance in the City, who, tho they had the 
Majority of Promiſes among the Commons, found 
—_ DO Es they had alſo the Myority of Negatives againſt 
1 „ There is another Part of the Adminiſtration 


WZ of the City, that deſerves our Attention. It is 
well known the „ is very conſider- 
EL able; and you all firmly believe the Aldermen. 
: divide it all 1 them; but when it comes to 
—_ de known, that the-Aldermen do not receive a 
© 172 ſingle Penny of this (except a Largeſs of 41. 
a Year, which by antient Cuſtom is diſtributed to 
— each of them, to be by them diſpoſed of in Cha- | 
rity, and indeed I cannot point my Finger at the 
Y ” Man among them, I can ſuſpect of appropriat- 
= inglucha paltry Pittance) I ſay, when this is once 
= generally known, I am apt to believe the 5 
of ſome Mens greedy Appetites for ng at that 8 
Board, will be conſiderably blunted. 


LY 


. 4 RO. 1 55 The Rent-Roll of the City is open to thoſe ; 
—_ 5 who have Curioſity to attend to it; tho' ſome 
1 5k its Revenues ariſing from the Tolls are fluctu- 


ating and various in different Years, By the 
new Rules, the Treaſurer, and all other Recei- 
vers of the City Revenue, are to account with- 
in Six Months, next after the Expiration of the 
| Year in which they have ſerved, upon pain of 
Disfranchiſement ; for this Purpole a „ 
"i 


tf uy ) 


of the Common Council is appointed, in which | 


there are always two of the Commons for one 


Alderman, When that Committee make their 
Report, it is of no Force till it is confirmed by 


an Act of Aſſembly of the whole Common 


Council; that is, till it has paſſed the Board of 


| Aldermen and the Commons. Is there any 


Danger here of a Miſapplication of the City Re- 
venue? If any ſuch had ever been attempted, 
ſhould we not TY whole Volumes printed on 


| the Subjedt? | 


| Whence then comes this Outcry againſt the 
| Aldermen ? What have they done? Aſk the 


' loudeſt in the Cry the private Character of every 


Gentleman at the Board, and you will find them 
all unexceptionable, many of them diſtinguiſh- 
ed for Probity and Beneficence. And in the 
' Year 1716, we find ſeveral Reſolutions of the 

| Houſe of Commons much to their Honour, on 
account of the glorious Stand the Aldermen of 


Dublin made to the Anti-conſtitutional Meaſures 


of the Miniſtry in the latter End of the Queen's 
Reign, in which the other Branches of the Cor- 
8 Poration were not at all concerned. 5 
The whole Secret is this; as the Office of 
Lord Mayor generally paſſes in Rotation, it 
woas found that to elect an Alderman, was in 
fact to elect a Lord Mayor. A LORD MAYOR 
5 by a dazling Character; he wears a fine Gown, 
a great Wig, and a Gold Chain; then he is 


called, My Lord ! is treated with vaſt Reſpect, 
attended 


Servants, and when he firſt comes in, the 


Mob run Huzzaing about his guilded Coach — 


but above all, his Wiſe is, My Lady, ſhe 


Cards about, with My 


Mayoreſs's Compli- 
ments. This, rogether ik 8 


the prodigious In- 


by a Multitude of Conſtables and 


keeps a Drum, viſits at 5 hy Caſtle, and 1 


come 


BE = OP 
come, he is ſuppoſed to receive, (prodigious 
indeed, if compared to the whole Capital of 
many that pant to enjoy it) is enough to turn 

| the Head of an ordinary Shopkeeper in a Su- 
| burbs Alley; and for his Wife, from the firſt. 
Moment ſhe entertains the Idea, ſhe ſcorns 
to attend the Shop, or ſell a Pound of —— 


which, indeed, has proved the Deſtruction of 


many a Family in this City. Little do they 
know the Labour, the Pains, the weary Fa- 


tiigue, the Attention, the Watchings, the Ex- 
| Pence, the Neglect of Buſineſs, attendant on 


* proper Diſcharge of that Office; or to which 5 


Side the Ballance of the Account, at the Year's 


End, moſt frequently inclines. 


However ſome of them would be Lord 
Mayors if they were to die by it. To favour 
this Deſign, there happened one of the luck - 
jeſt Accidents in the World; ſome of the 
Commons, about the Year 1742, after a Series 

of ſeventy Years, diſcovered, that the new 

Rules were filent as to the Manner of ele&- 


ing Aldermen, whence they concluded that 


the Right muſt be in the Commons, 

This was laughed at, at firſt, but as it flat- 
tered the Hopes of all imaginary Lord Mayors 
in the City, the Docttine was adopted, and be- 


came Popular. The Commons appointed a 


Committee to ſearch the ancient Books and 


Records; and indeed it appears they were not 


Idle, They did Search, and they produced ſeve- 
ral Scraps, picked up here and there: if the 
Word Alderman occurred, that was ſufficient. 
Theſe were thrown into the Form of a Report; 
and from thence this Concluſion was drawn, that 
the Election of Aldermen, of undoubted Right, 


belonged to the Common Council, 1 


+ (> 


| To this the Aldermen anſwered, by ſhewing an 


: uninterrupted Series of Precedents, as far as any 
Corporation Books exiſt ; That the new Rules 


bliſhment of the new Rules in the ancient Man- 
ner; That in ſo popular a ration where the 


Commons have always appeared ſo jealous of 
their Privileges, it was impoſſible to have made 
ſ o conſiderable an Incroachment, without alarm- 

ing the Commons; but their Silence on that head 
down to the Year 1742, was a convincing Proof 
of immemorial Preſcription founded upon ſome 
and ſome intire 

_ Corporations exiſt only by Preſcription. Upon 

this both Parties agreed to refer the Matter to 


Charter or Law long ſince loſt : 


the Opinion of Eaton Stannard, Eſq; then their 


Recorder; a Gentleman on whoſe Probity, Learn- 
ing and Abilities they equally relied. Mr. Stan- 
nard gave his Opinion ſupported by many weigh- 


ty and learned Reaſons in which he ſays; That 
fo long an Uſage, which might bave bad either a 


By-law made fonce the time of Henry II. or an 
age before the: Charters. for its Support, is too 
ſtrong 10 be overturn'd at this Day; and that the 
Eleftion of Aldermen, is in the Lord Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen. For which at the Michael- 
maſs Aſſembly, 1743, the Thanks of the Com- 


mons were Voted to him, Nemine Contradicente. 


But this did not long ſatisfy the Commons; they 


applied to the Court of Kg - Bench for an 


Information in the Nature of a Quo Warranto, 
againſt the Aldermen for uſurping the Privilege 
of eleQting Aldermen, which upon the moſt ſo- 
lemn Debate, and hearing many eminent Coun- 
eil on both Sides, the Court _ proper to 


Thus 


refuſe them. 


made no Alteration in that Matter: That thoſe 
Elections were caried on at, and ſince the Eſta- 
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Thus private Opinions, and Judicial Deter- 
minations, declared the Right of the Aldermen ; 
andi if they have a Right, a Right that has deen 
productive of no bad Conſequence; a Right they 


in the Choice of ſuch Perſons out of the Body of 
Sheriffs Peers, as before had given Proofs of 
their Integrity and Vigilance in the Execution of 
their former Office; what reaſon (except popular 
Clamour which neither gives nor hears Reaſons) 
can be aſſigned for depriving them of it, in an 
extrajudicial manner: a Power (with great Sub- 
miſſion be it ſaid) which ought to be exerciſed 
moſt ſparingly, and if the City of Dublin be 
made a Precedent, what may become hereafter Y 
of the other Corporations? 
And here it may be obſerved, that thave can- 
not be a wiſer Inſtitution in any City than that of 


come to be Lord Mayors) out of thoſe Gentle- 
men, who have already diſcharged the Office of 
| Sheriff, The Sheriffs are conſtantly attendant 
on the Lord Mayor, they aſſiſt him in the Buſi- 
neſcs, and ſerve as it were a kind of Appren- 
ticeſhip in the Office. The Publick alſo can 
judge of their Integrity, Abilities, Steadineſs, 


an Increaſe of Power inclines them to Cruelty, 
Inſolence or Pride; let me ſee a Man a Serif, 


and I will tell you what kind of a Lord Mz yor he 
will make; but the Publick will run a very 3 


 Magiſtracy, who never was tried in any inferior 
Office. 
The Method propoſed of Siding this City in- 
to Wards, I fear, would be productive of many 
bad Conſequences : ; and I am forry to ſay this 
City is fo unlike 5 Looks, that what may be very 
ſalutary 


have ever exerted with Diſcretion and Judgment 3 


always electing the Aldermen (who in time muſt 


Underſtanding and Conduct. It may be ſeen if 


5 Riſque in exalting a Man at once to the Chief . 
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 falutary there, may here be deſtruftive : London 
preſerves a grand Equality throughout all its 
Parts; go into every narrow Lane, Court, and 


Alley, and you find them thickly inhabited by 


wealthy Merchants and Tradeſmen of great Opu- 
| lence; there are a few Parts of this City, and 
but a few, tolerably built, and inhabited by 
Citizens of Fortune; but theſe are confined to a 


fe Diſtricts. Every Ward in London is well re- h 


preſented, and I believe three ot thoſe deſigned 


m Dublin might have the ſame good Fortune; 
but what ſhall we ſay of ſome, which to avoid 


| Offence I do not chuſe to name, in which very 
few Freemen reſide, and thoſe of the Ty I 

_ Claſs of Citizens: In theſe any indigent, noiſy, . 
turbulent, hot-headed Tribune, furniſhed with 
ſome frothy, Common-place, and popular Terms 
of Oratory ; who talks much of Liberty, and 

| abuſes all his Betters, may carry away the Ward 
from the moſt Deſerving, moſt Grave, and Opu- 


lent Trader or Gentleman in the City; and what 
ga ſine Alderman ſhould we have! What a Wor- 
t ic 
But it may be ſaid, theſe Regulations are in- 
ſtended to prevent Diſturbances, and to reſtore 

Peace in the City. What Diſturbances? If we 


mean the Riots of the Ormond and Liberty Mobs, 


we never had leſs Reaſon to complain than at jy 


preſent. Even laſt Summer, when Bread was 
very dear, we had no Tumults in our Streets, 
though the People of England were riſing in eve - 


ry Quarter. Who then diſturb the Peace of the 


City? Is it the Aldermen? Or is it thoſe who | 
are angry they cannot be Aldermen? And will 
the new Law, now under Conſideration, appeaſe _ 
them? The Number of Aldermen, ele& them - 
as 2 will, is ſtill to be but Four and Twenty, 
and what is that —_— ſo many? Indeed, * 


C3. 


there u was an Act of Parliament to ) increaſe them 


Minds of fore People might be at Peace. 


5 Prejudicing the Intereſt of the Many. 


ted by Experience; here a proper Mixture of the 
three Forms of Government, each imp 


in the World. 


dom: The Kine, Lords, and Commons are, in 


2 Anarchy for a Time ſucceeds them a 
The Commons of a City, in the 


Arts of Government. As they are ignorant, 
and their Paffions generally untamed, they are 
eaſy to be led by Art, or inflamed by Facti- 


on. 
ſpeak here of the lower Claſs, who compoſe 


I 


the greater Number in al Towns. Hence 1 bh 
a 


to Three Thouſand, and that every Man might 
elect himſelf, then indeed, and not till then, the 


After all, the multiplying — Elections, 85 
i me Parents of Diſcontent, Idleneſs, and Faction, 
zs an uncommon Method of promoting the Peace 
and Harmony of a Community; when the wiſeſt 
| Legiſlators have employed their Wits in deviſing 
Means to confine Elections to the Few, without > 


But what y could not deviſe in Speculation, 
| the inimitable Conſtitution of England has inven- 


perfect = 
- nf, if duly balanced and proportioned, become 
-- Syſtem the moſt admirable that ever yer ap- 


The Conſtitution of this City i is an \ Epi tome or . 
Miniature of the Grand Corporation of wile King- 


ſome Degree, reſembled by the Lord Mayor, . 
diermen, and Commons: The Lords are the Bar- 
| Tier to keep out Democracy on the one Hand, as 
the Commons are to fence off Abſolute Monarchy | 
and Ariftocracy on the other. Thus they coun- 
terpoiſe one another; deftroy the Equality on 
any Side, and the Whole come toppling down, 


are Mechenicks, unedncered;” aninftratiet irthe 


City ef Dublin is the 
dom, ay the Honour ot IRELAND is con- 


all Places where wa had the Management of 
weighty Affairs, their Aſſemblies have been 
Scenes of Riot, Confuſion and Tumult. They 
think themſelves free, but they are in Reality 
the Slaves of every factious, turbulent, ambitious : 
"_—_— 
In order to Counterballance this; in a well 


governed City, it is not only neceſſary that the 


Aldermen, who ſhould be compoſed of the moſt 
- prudent, grave and opulent Citizens, whoſe Sta- 
tion and Fortune give them a kind of perſonal 
Weight and Authority; but it has alſo been 
thought, and found expedient, to give them 
ſome Advantages over the Commons of the 
City, which (on Account of the Difference in 
Rank, Fortune and Education, conſequently in 
the Rationality of the two Claſſes of Men) the 
Lords have not over the Commons of Parlia- 
ment; namely, the Aldermen have had the 
Privilege of electing the Lord Mayor, the ſu- 
preme Head of their Common Wealth, without 
the Concurrence of the Commons; and Expe- 
 rience ſhews it is Right it ſhould be 'fo, nor is it 
murmured at, even in theſe Days. Now, ſince 
tit is Right they ſhould have the ſole Power of 
_ electing the Lord Mayor; it follows, that it is 
alſo Expedient and Proper, they ſhould have the 
fole Privilege of electing Aldermen ; as it has 
been proved, that to elect an Alderman, is in 
Fact to elect a Lord Mayor. 5 
There is another Conſideration that I muſt 
don, has a great Weight with me, nor do 
think it quite Puerile, as I have perceived, the 
wiſeſt and beſt Men in all Ages, did not think it 
beneath their Attention ; and that is, the external 


Pomp and Dignity of the Corporation. The 
lis of the King- 


cerned 


Ly — — : . — far « — 
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hence the People of England, and all Foreigners 


5 „55 Kingdom. Expoſe them to popular Elections, 


rate? 


recalled, and brought home in Triumph? And 


ibem, and continue to puniſh him, I fear ma 


DUBLIN, ſhould 6 A. 
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8 e n in its Splendor and 3 From c 


will form an Idea of the Importance of the Na- 
tion; the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, 
ought therefore to be Men of ſufficient Rank, 
Dignity and Fortune, to receive and entertain 
our chief Governors, and do Honour to the 


and who can foreſce to what they may degene- | 


Therefore, my Fellow-Cirizens, : 1 beg you 
will conſider what you are about. Do you re- 
flect you are following the Steps of the unfortu- 
nate Charles Lucas? If he did well, why was he 
cenſured, and obliged to condemn himſelf to 
perpetual Baniſhment ? If he deſerved Puniſn- 
ment, why are you Copiers of his Actions? If 
he did not, why do you not petition to have him 


why do you not now nominate him a Can- 
didate for your City? If you do not act thus, 
you ſhould renounce his Principles: But to adopt 


be thought ſuch an Inconſiſtency, as no Body of 7 
Men, of equal Dignity with the CITIZENS OF 5 
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